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Numb. 10. 


The EXAMINER. | 





From anvtap December 22, ‘to Friday December 26, 171 2. 








Facinus quos inquinat, Aquat. 


. Lucan. 





HE Conduétof petty for fome Months 

pait, has been very furprizing and unac- 
countable. In this Opinion of them, } 

fpeak the Judgment of others, and not my 

own Prejudices : Some of their beft Friends 

will not ftiek to own as much ; but they, it feems, are 
not in the Secret. What their ableft Caftifts have late- 
ly determined concerning the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Supremacy, is not fufficient to Solve their prefent Be- 
haviour towards Her Mayeffy. 1 know not whether it 
be Her Family, Her Prerogative, or Her Goodnefs, that 
provokes thein to be fo extravagantly Infolent. Ir is 
certain that neither Fler Perfon, which even fome of 
their Mitred Rabbies have ventured to pronounce Sacred, 
nor the Memory of former Favours, which they who 
do not deferve are rhoft ready to forget ; nor yet Her 
Piety and exemplary Tendernefs towards her People and 
her Allies, Her Conftancy,’ Vigilance and indefatigable 
Care of the Interefts and Repofe of rinks Her Cle- 
mency and Averfion to accept that mighty Forfeit which 
the Laws might give her, Her cordial Concern for our 
unhappy Divifions and affectionate Defire to compofe 


. them, can prevail upon this abandoned Crew, to gratify 


fo good 2 QUEEN in that which is the reafonable 
Expectation of every Monarch governing by Law, and 
the indifpenhfable Duty of every honeft Subjeét, to Ho- 
nour and Obey thofe whom She-—is pleafed to-fet over 
us, and to acquiefce in fuch wife Meafures as She is now 
purfuing, for the Safery and Welfare of Her People. But 
inftead of this, how vaftly different is their Comport- 
ment from what it ought to be? They are daily alarm- 
ing Her Subjects with Fears and Jealoufies ; They repre- 
fent Her as in her Decline, and fallen from her former 
Glory; They blacken the Adminiftration, and defcribe 
Her Reign as Cloudy and Overcaft. If She confers 
4Title, beflows a Favour, or calls for the Service of 
fome of her Beft and moft Loyal Subje&s, the unhappy 
Favourite is from that Moment expofed to all their 
Clamour 2nd Malice. If Her Juftice, which like that of 
Heaven purfues none but Reprobates, exerts it felf for 
the Good of the Publick, they all join to Proteét and 
Refcue the guilty Miftreant, fanctify his Crimes, and 
extol the Merit of his Sufferings. If the Crown is In- 
fulted by any Foreign State, immediately they ftrike up 
a League with it ; and at the fame time declare War 
againft all thofe who acquit themfelves like honeft and 
grateful Allies to Her Maycffy. \n fhort, they aé as if 
the Throne were vacant, and They, during the Juter- 
reonum, \eft to do whatever feemed Good in their own 
Eyes. The Avarice and Ambition of a few Petty Ty- 
rants, whom the Nation was unable to Support in their 

nees any longer, thefe Men would put in the 
Ballance againft the Honour, the Safety and the Re pole 
of that Sacred Life, whofe Continuation and Welfare 
muft outweigh a Million of fuch Heroes, tho’ their Vaf- 
fals, in a Sorlefque way, mifcall them, as fome Sports- 
men do their Spaniels, by the Names of Cefar, Pompey 
and Ariffides. 

This is no imaginary State of the Cafe ; a Man muft 
be blind to the Appearances of things, deaf to the Cla- 
mours of every Day, as well as (what he ought to be) 
a Stranger to the Memoirs of the Faction, not to own 
this Reprefentation of Affairs to be ftriét Fact. They 
feem, by all they fay and do, to have Tranferr’d not on- 
ly their Hopes, burt even their Allegiance fome-where elfe, 
where I am fure One is not yet, and I have reafon to 
believe the Orher never will be acceptable. They loudly 
exclaim apainft a truly Britifh Parliament, and have dil- 
folved it a thoufand times over in their Wifhes and Ima- 
ginations. Gay Fux or Cronpyell had not a more dexte- 
trous Way of Purging the Txe Houfes : Only the Rump, 
the Minority, are with them the true Reprefentatives of 
the People. 


_ 


Thefe Abfurdities, for fome time, put me to a fland; 
as the Caufe ought always to be a Degree of Excellence 
above the Effeét, I could not account for any Thing fo 
very ftrange, but by fomething if poffible more furpri- 
zing. Iwas tempted to think, that the Britifh Soil had 
teem’d with a Race of Monfters, Bloody and Unnatural ; 
or that we were returning to our firft Original, and the 
Pifls and old Savages reviv'd, who heretofore Infefted 
this Ifland, But I freely own my Miftake; and am at 
length convinc'd, that all thefe State-Vrodigies ‘may, 
without any great Difficulty, be accounted for, out of 
fome modern Schemes of Government which have lately 
troubled the Publick. I find thefe People look. upom 
themfelves as no longer under a Britifb Monarchy, where 
they were Perfecuted, Opprefs’d, and under a Yoke ; 
for fo the lofs of Favour, and the want of a free Exer« 
cife of Power, may be juftly called by thofe whofe Inte- 
reft is their Religion. For thefe Reafons they have made 
a Seceflion, feparated and withdrawn themfelves, which 
they take to be but a modeft Way of Proceeding upon 
the Principle of Re/jfance ; and, by vertue of the Jnje- 
rent Right, have erected an Utopia of their own, an Lm 
perium tn Impero, fuch as the Fews enjoy’d, apart from 
the Romans, tho’ by a fatal Neceflity they were fubjee 
to them. By which Parallel I do not intend to give 
them the fame Right, tho’! might perhaps be brought 
to allow them the fame reigning Vices, with that Stub- 
born and Rebellious People, It fecms then we are to 
treat them for the future as a Neighbouring State; and 
fince their Government is left to their own Choice, we 
may eafily imagine into what Model they have thrown 
it. Equality is their firft Principle, and the Foundation 
of their Democracy : But abfolute Power being to be 
lodg’d fomewhere, even in Republicks as well as Mo- 
narchies, they have their Junta, with whom is the /af 
Refort ; under which are other Subordinate Aflemblies 
and Judicatories. Their Parliament is indeed by fome 
malicious Tories efteem’d to be no other than a mere 

rivate Club ; but ’tis eafie to account for the Miftepre- 
Pcations of an Enemy. Their Stare-Officersand other Mi- 
nifters of Juftice are kept up in their full Luftre and Dig- 
nity; and by fome late Inftances we may be affured, that 
they bear not the Sword in vain, A very eminent Com 
vert, who has lately lefc them and turn’d Britain, thew'd 
me their Civil Li? ; and upon the Comparifon { cannot 
but obferve, that fome who are upon the Whig Effablilh- 
ment are alfo upon that of Great britasn, at leaft I find 
their Names there ; which way of engrofling Places, i 
fhall take a proper time to complain of, in fome of my 
tuture Remonttrances. 

Upon a Survey of this Scheme, their Meafures wiih 
not appear fo very unaccountable. What if the Brisifh 
Patiament are peaceably inclin’d ? Yer if the Rump 
are for prolonging the War, the Woigs muft. not lay 
down their Arms. Suppofe the Briti/h Council are for 
permitting a good Number of honeft Gentlemen to 
meet at Wejtmi ner, the Whigs perhaps may at the very 
fame time be Treating in the Country, and fecuring their 
Elestions. A Briti/h Plenipotentiary may Treat for 2 
lafting Peace; a Whiz Plenipotentiary for an everlafting 
War ; and both keep clofe to their Inftrustions. Aj} 
Nations have not the fame Laws and Cuftoms, Soa 
Briti Secretary may call that a Plot, which between 
State and Strate is no more than an Atl of Hiyjity, A 
have heard of a Prefident,- who drew up alreaty for the: 
Encouragement of Foreign Invafions ; but what’s alk 
this to Great Britain, wherefuch a Proceeding might be 
Capital? And the fame Variety prevails in Religion. 
The Church of England has her Articles, Homilies and 
Canons; the Romfh, Genedan and Wiig Church have 
theirs: What Right have they to Ufurp upon us ? Why 
fhould a Whi Bithon, who has a Church of his own, 
meddle with the Revenues of ours ; orundertake toalter 
owt 
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oft Creeds, Articles and Ceremaniet, or to Preach up Re- 
Jerve:, Refitance, abd the Venial Sins of Schifms and He- 
rejic ; or to call our Laity to an Account, as if they were 
under their Jurifdiétion ? Cdvin, Beza, Eraftus and So- 


cinks were gfeat Men, no doubt ; but Iqueition Bey 
ever wore or claim’d the Priviledge of Brits//2 
Peerage. 


This then being the State of the Cafe, { think it high- 


ty reafonable, in order to come to a good Underftand- ~ 


ing with this young Repsblick, to put them in mind of 
io Fustamemale neceflary for their Support and 
Well-being ; which I humbly rake leave ro lay before 
them at chis¢ime, efpetially, when, as 1am informed, 
they are al to proceed to the annual Choice of ail 
their great s of State ; under whofe Leading and 
Gondu® they intend to form their Meafures for the en- 
fuing Year. What I would propofe has a particular Eye 

is grand Affair, and is offer'd to them in the way 
of Advice only, without prefuming to call in queftion 
their knewn Claim of Right, by which the Original of 
all Government is vefted in themfelves. 

In their EleStion of a General, 1 verily believe they 
will have little Regard to One, who never was on their 
Side till they Bribd him to it by Augmenting his Pay, 
and fed him every Year with fome new Perquifite ; who 
upon the withdrawing of thefe ftrong Motives, has 
fairly Abdicated and Deferted his Friends, when they 
have moft Occafion for his Condu@&, and are almoit 
ready to Surrender : To whofe Supinenefs it muft be im- 

uted, that Dunkirk was fuffer’d to be taken under his 
Kote without any Attempt for the Relief of that Im- 
portant Place. 

If a Viceroy happens to be propofed to them, who 
throughly underftands the Method of fetting up a Pro- 
vince to Auétion, and paffes his Accounts in the ftricteft 
manner, fubmitting them to the Tryal of the Fire Or- 
deal ; whofe Tyranny and Avarice are alike Boundlefs, 
Kis Tower without any Superior but Providence, a 
Being he has not yes acknowledg. d ; and who, like the 
Seape-Goat of old, can only ferve to Tranfport the Sins 
é6f a whole Nation into a ftrange Country ; I think the 
Commonwealth ought not to be over-hafty in Declaring 
for him, left he fhould be the firft to expofe their Judg- 
ment, and, like one of the Popes, immediately after lis 
Acceffion;-makes his Footman Prime Minifter. 

Whether it may be proper to commit the Keeping of 
the Publick Confctence to fuch aChancellor, who has in that 
Way at leaft no Concerns of his own to divert him from 
the Service of his Country, is not, I take it, the only 
Confideration thar ought to fway in Favour of the Old 
Candidate: For in this Cafe, 1 humbly prefume, no 
frial] Regard ought to be had to fuch Certificate as fhall 
bé produc'd from the Societies for Reformation of Manners ; 
unlefs the Perfon propofed modeftly excufes himifelf, on 
account of frequent Indifpofition. 

A confiderable Intereit at NewMarket, great Forecaft 
and profound Knowledge in the Bef of the Lay, con- 
fant Attendance at the Groom-Porters, a fteddy Adhe- 
rence to the Main, deep Reading in the Cards, and ap- 

roved Conduét at a Cock-March, that moft exact Em- 

lem of the late Glorious War, may perhaps plead 
ftrongly for Tranfimitting the Treafurer's Staff in the 
tight Line; bur it will be an Objection of Weight, whe- 
ther the admitting a numerous Gang of New Sharpers 
upon the Civil Li?, may not be a greater Expence to 
the Publick, than the bare Support of the Old ones? and 
Whether it is reafonable the State fhould maintain Five 
Kuindred Cowncs in One ¢ 

He who ftands for Prefident , is, 1 own, at leaft has 
been, 2 Perfo of bright Parts, and could, I believe, re- 
cite Sydney and Harrington without Book ; yet 1 would 
caiition the People againft him, becaufé there is good 
Reafoin to believe, that out of a confcious Regard to his 
éwn Morals, and a fervile Compliance with the Demands 
of fome of the Clergy, he has given his Srudies the Ec- 
elefiaftical Turn, and feems refolved, upon the firft Va- 
cartcy, to degenerate into an Archbithop. 

If the State Has any occafion for a Plenipotentiary, 1 
hope it wil} he requir'd as 2 Qualification for this Place, 
that the Perfon in EleStion for it may underftand Datch 
as well as Latin ; and that he be not allow’d as capable, 
becaufe he has read Machraval, if it appears he only 








confulted the Text, tvithout meddling itty ther mick 
more learned Notes of the Accurate and moh Exceliche 


Heinfius. However, if he be nor fit to enter the Tox y- 


a of Ufrechi, he may at leaft be admitted into tie 


Iniver fitys | 

J am aware, that the Candidate for Printipal Secretary 
will have aformidable Party on his Side "the Memory 
of his Anceftors, and thofe rare Cualities that thine 
forth in him, and which always accompany a fervent 
invincible ‘Zealkfor the Caufe; muft render him conf. 
derable-; nor will-his- knewn-Indolence and go94- 
natur'd Inadvertency make himefs belov'd and agrees 
ble ; in which he excels to fuch a degece, that he {¢). 
dom enquires further than the Outfide of a Man, anq 
the Title-Page of a Book. Qn the other had, thie 
Selling of One’s Country for. a Wager, and a fowre 
Rufiicity towards thofe from whom he, derives })\: 
Power, which. looks at leaft like the difguife of Ho- 
nefty, are ballancing Faults, and’ make .a very great 
Draw-back on his Character. After all, I believe this 
Mattcr may with great Eafe be adjufted; and if fome 
regard be had to the other aud better Half of this pro- 
digious States-man, there will be no occafion for remos 
ving the Seals out of fo illuftrious a Family. 

s to the Populace, whenever they hall think fit to 
get together, I believe 2 | may entertain very favou- 
rable Thoughts of that Tall Orator, who was fo unhap- 

ily cur {hort fome time ago. He indced may litterally 

faid To fill the Chair. This Promotion however may 

be deferr’d, till it fhall be fuund to be good Philofophy 
for one vacuum to fill another. 

After thefe Things are fertled, fo foon as I hear they 
intend to go upon the Choire of their She-Officers and 
Minifers, 1 fhall with the fame candid Freedom con- 
tinue to Caution and Advife them in that. critical Jun- 
Cure. At prefent, I can only fay, That as torthe Place 
of Fir/? Lady of the Commonwealth, lam uot fo ftub- 
bornly devoted to Her Gr.tce’s Intereft, but that 1 may 
fallin with the publick Voice, which declares entirely 
for another more celebrated Heroine ; becaufe, as the 
Party give out, fhe fells Cummijfions fo very cheap, that 
fhe is alfo obliged to fell Coffee at the fame time, anJ 
fo make good her Loffes one way by her Gain an- 
other. 

But without a Banter, in a Concern of fo much 

Weight as is the Safety and Happinefs of a People, if 
for the Sins of the Waigs, when they have exerted them- 
felves to the utimoft, and made the laft Efforts for Lite 
and Liberty, thefe Men fhould at length prevail, and 
in fpite of the few Wife and Moderate of their Com- 
munity, keep faft hold of the Reins, and foon after 
mount into the Saddle ; they know the Dernur Refort, 
Ds gpa and the Depojing Dotlrine muft. be revived 
and put in Praéttice. Shall a Sett of routed Officers 
lead on a victorious People ? “Tis not the goodnefs of 
a Caufe, bur the Succefs, that makes a Politician in 
fuch a State: They who would not have been Inno- 
cent tho’ they had been Victorious, will be much 
more guilty now they are fallen. And do we think 
the honeft Spartans or Athenians would ever have {uf- 
fer'd the fame Heads to appear again at an Eleétion, 
unlefs upon a Pole ? Shall rhe Tories boaft of the Num- 
bers of their Heroes, and upon every Vacancy, exprefi 
their Confufion and Perplexity in the Choice of Me- 
rit ? Muft the Whigs dance after the fame Leaders ftill, 
and be haunted up and down with thofe unlucky Fa 
ces, which bode nothing but Mifchief, and have been 
fo long out of Fathion ? Tis not for a Commonwealth 
in its kyfancy to fupport it felf by fuch Managers, 
whofe Ill-concerted Projects reduced them to the Ne- 
ceflity of a Revolt. But is there no room for Accom: 
modation ? Will no Terms of Reconcilement be a 
cepted ? When Fack Faljtaff was only under an Ap- 
pemereon of being deferred by his Comrades, he 
orms a very honeft Refolution; An it were not a god 
Deed now to turn True-man and Peach thefe Rogues, which 
our Modern Padders would do well to confuder. Th’s 
they may depend on, that their Leaders would gist 
accept the fame Offer which is now made to them, 
but their Cafe is the fame with that of the Phy/ican 
and Gentleman-Ufber in the A agar Ij their OA 
Mafters turn them out, no Body elfe will take them. 


: *,* This PAPER will come out every Monday 4nd Friday. 
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